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Over the past twenty five years or so I have paid three
visits to my relations who live on the Canadian side of
Niagara Falls.   I can still remember the first occasion
that I stood at the edge of the Falls and witnessed the
sheer power and volume of the water cascading

down. A sight that I will never forget.   However on
that first visit something else caught my eye in the area

around the Falls – A Christmas shop, open all the year
round.   Now I know that many such shops have sprung up in the
interim period – but my sighting was at least twenty five years ago.
Christmas in September !!!

Perhaps there is a wee bit of a message for us here.   Why not
celebrate -- the Word becoming flesh and dwelling amongst us -- all
the year round?  Our previous minister at Barnton used to
occasionally, slip one of the Christmas hymns into the Sunday service.
And why not?  God’s intervention in the person of His Son, Jesus
Christ is surely something worth celebrating every day of our lives.

May the coming Christmas period be indeed, a time of celebration for
us.   But let us make certain that the celebration of Christ’s coming be
something that we celebrate within our minds and hearts throughout
the days of the coming year.   May it be a year when the Child of the
manger, the Christ of the cross and of the empty tomb, will lead us
out to fresh experiences of His grace and love.   May it be a year when
we begin to see new and exciting things happening within our church.
May it be a year in which we will become very conscious of the Lord’s
leading as far as the future ministry within the church is concerned, a
year when the Lord will begin to use the full potential of our people
and buildings to His glory and to the furtherance of His kingdom.

Rev Robert Gemmell



: There will be no Midweek Meetings (Tuesday morning &
Wednesday evening) between Christmas and New Year.

As of 24 November, Lynne Brown’s Visa application for her return to
Angola has been granted.   She will be able to return to Angola on the 8
January scheduled flight.

Ewan Sinclair

The post box for Christmas cards this year will be available on Sunday 5th
and Sunday 12th.   The cards will be distributed on Christmas Sunday,
Sunday 19th December.

Winnie Beattie

December 24th 7.00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service

November 28th 11.00 a.m. Rev Andrew Rollinson
06.30 p.m.  do

December 5th 11.00 a.m. Rev Robert Gemmell
06.30 p.m.  do

12th 11.00 a.m. Mr Graeme Watson
06.30 p.m. Mr Philip Doggart

19th CHRISTMAS  SUNDAY
11.00 a.m. Rev Robert Gemmell
06.30 p.m.  do

26th 11.00 a.m. Mr Jack Spiers
06.30 p.m. NO  EVENING  SERVICE



:

A  PROMISE  FULFILLED  IN  CHRIST

God promises that He will be our God and we
will be His people.   This promise is fulfilled in
Jesus Christ.   Observe the promise, its
progression, and its perfection.

The Promise Proclaimed throughout the Ages

I will establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after
you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to
you and to your offspring after you (Genesis 17:7)

I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God (Exodus 6:7)

I will dwell among the people of Israel and will be their God (Exodus 29:45)

I will make my dwelling among you, and my soul shall not abhor you.   And
I will walk among you and will be your God, and you shall be my people
(Leviticus 26:11-12)

Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and you shall be my people (Jeremiah
7:23)

So shall you be my people, and I will be your God (Jeremiah 11:4)

You shall be my people, and I will be your God (Jeremiah 30:22)

I will be their God, and they shall be my people (Jeremiah 31:33)

They shall be my people, and I will be their God (Jeremiah 32:38)

They shall be my people, and I will be their God (Ezekiel 11:20)

You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the Lord your
God and there is none else.   And my people shall never again be put to
shame ( Joel 2:27)

I will say, “They are my people”;  and they will say, “The Lord is my God”
(Zech. 13:9)

The Promise Progressively Fulfilled throughout the Ages

Keep silence and hear, O Israel:  this day you have become the people of the
Lord your God (Deut. 27:9)



The cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the
tabernacle (Exodus 40:34)

And you established for yourself your people Israel to be your people
forever.   And you, O Lord, became their God (2 Samuel 7:24)

And when the priests came out of the Holy Place, a cloud filled the house
of the Lord, so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the
cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord (1 Kings 8:10-11)

Hear, O my people … I am God, your God (Psalm 50:7)

Fear not, for I am with you;  be not dismayed, for I am your God (Isaiah
41:10)

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name
Immanuel (which means, God with us) (Matthew 1:22-23)

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us (John 1:14)

You are God's temple … God's Spirit dwells in you (1 Cor. 3:16)

God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a
city (Hebrews 11:16)

The Promise Perfectly Fulfilled at the End of the Age

Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man.   He will dwell with them,
and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God
(Rev. 21:3).

Amen.   Praise be to God through Jesus Christ.   “For all the promises of
God find their Yes in him.   That is why it is through him that we utter our
Amen to God for his glory” (2 Cor. 1:20).

(taken from wretchedradio.com)



  with Kirk Cameron

God desires to be loved by His redeemed children.   He
values our love.   He speaks to us as His children, and with
paternal tenderness asks, "My son, give me your heart!" How
amazing, how astonishing is this!  The High and Lofty One,
who inhabits eternity – asks for my heart – my poor,
depraved, polluted heart!

~ James Smith (1858)

What an amazing comfort it is to my soul to
understand that God doesn't always destroy his
enemies.   He often defeats them by capturing their
hearts with love, making them his sons and daughters.
Saul was an enemy of God and His church, who became
a beloved son of the Most High and loving brother to
us all.   Abraham Lincoln said, "Have I not defeated my
enemies by making them my friends?"   Earthly tyrants

conquer the flesh with force, while God conquers the heart with love.
~ Kirk Cameron

December 5th  Larbert & Largo

12th  Larkhall & Leith, Edinburgh

19th  Lerwick & Leslie

26th  Leven & Linwood






